
'3î  

rpQ. George Hansen 

FROM- Gene_Assel3tine 

• < 

PER-OFFICE MEMORANDi: 

Pollution Control Commission 

. •^X 
. ^ Check 

Information 
For Action 
Pennit 
Other 

DATE: April k, I966 

American Smelting & Refining 
SUBJECT- ^^^ Stone Mine - Stevens Gomrfcy. 

Would you or some of your s t a f f have a look a t the enclosed data and offer 
conment as to your opinion? 

American Smelting operates a typ ica l load-5:inc concentrator using Xanthates 
for f loa ta t ion .and copper rmlfate for conditioning (see appl icat ion for 
addi t ional detai I 3 ) . 

They have a c l a r i f i e r for t h e i r t o t a l waste. Uie supernatant i s reused i n 
the mi l l and mine. The sludge goes to a t a i l i ng p i l e . The l i q u i d from the 
surface i s decanted off a f t e r several day^' re tent ion and goes to Cbion 
Creek. The d i lu t ion fac tor i s approximately 10-25 to 1. The overflow from 
the t a i l i n g p i l e has a small amount of suspended sol ids a t the present time 
due to short re ten t ion t ime. 

Mrs. Lotze has a well about 1/2 mile dovmstream on Onion Creek. This well 
i s f a i r l y shallow and i s close to the creek—quite probably d i r ec t l y 
influenced. 

As indicated on the enclosed repor t , the copper i s get t ing up to the point 
t ha t i t i s creat ing a problem in the well for the f i r s t time i n many yea r s . 
Ameii-can was shut down from the l a t e ' ^ ' s u n t i l about ayear ago. 

Do you fee l t h a t the drainage from the t a i l i n g p i l e could, be influendjag 
the well? 
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